
Class Paper Rubric 

Competency 
Category 0 - Not Yet  1- Almost There 2 - Adequate 3 - Outstanding

Thesis
 The paper is not 
driven by a clear 
thesis statement 

A thesis is 
articulated but 
does not drive 

the paper

A thesis is clearly 
articulated and 
guides the paper

A thesis is 
foundational to all 

aspects of the paper 
creates a strong 

sense of coherence

Length
Paper does not 
meet the length 

standard of 
2,500 words

Paper meets the 
length standard 
of 2,500 words

Contextual-
ization

The connection 
between the 
study and the 

book of Isaiah is 
remote

Some connection 
between the 
study and the 

book of Isaiah is 
present, but is a 

stretch

Connection 
between the 
study and the 

book of Isaiah is 
clear

Connections 
between the study 

and the book of 
Isaiah are many and 

strong

Supporting 
Evidence

Little evidence is 
mustered to  
support the 

thesis; citations/
biblio are/is 

suspect, 
incomplete, or 

missing

Partial evidence 
is mustered to 
supports the 

thesis; citations/
biblio may be 
incomplete, 

ambiguous, or 
taken out of 

context

A body of 
evidence is 
mustered to 
support the 
thesis; a few 

pieces, however, 
are missing 

The full body of 
evidence is 
mustered to  

support the thesis; 
full citations are 
given and used 

responsibly

Mechanics

Review has many 
errors; does not 

conform to 
college-level 

writing

Review has some 
errors but 

approaches 
college-level 

writing

Review has only 
a few errors & is 

generally 
consistent with 
the standards of 

college-level 
writing

Review has no 
errors; conforms to 

the standards of 
college-level writing

Style & 
Organization

Writing style is 
poor & 

distracting; 
presentation 

lacks structure

Writing style 
communicates, 
but evidences 

significant 
weaknesses, &/
or structure is 

vague

Writing style is 
mostly clear & 

coherent; 
structuring 

elements are 
evident

Writing style is 
coherent & 

demonstrates strong 
command of 

communication 
skills; structure is 

clear


